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Merry Christmas
For a child is born to us, a son is given us;
upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah, 9:5

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Alumni & Friends,
This year has been a year of challenge and change for our parish. As many
of you know, Father Brendan Downing died in July of 2007. Father Brendan served
as a deacon at St. Mary Star of the Sea under Msgr. McKenna as part of his formation for the priesthood. For the last eighteen years he was the pastor of St. Gertrude the Great in Far Rockaway. After his death I was asked by the bishop to be
the administrator of St. Gertrude’s. In September of 2008 our two parishes will formally merge to become one parish. It has been a great joy for me to work with and
for the people of St. Gertrude’s. Please continue to pray for us and for vocations to
the priesthood! The Church needs more priests and it is up to us to encourage our children and grandchildren to consider this special vocation.
In April of 2008 I will complete my first term as the pastor of St. Mary’s. It is
hard to believe that six years have gone by so quickly. I am grateful to all of you for
your generous support and hard work for our Catholic School. We rely on that help Our annual big raffle drawing has become
the most anticipated event of the season!
to be able to provide a great Catholic education for the children of Far Rockaway.
This year we have close to 260 students enrolled in St. Mary’s School. We have over
350 enrolled in our religious education program! There are many more students who
could attend Catholic school if money was available to assist their families. Please consider joining so many of our alumni
in giving a child that chance. If you would like to help in sponsoring a child or a family please feel free to contact me at
any time.
On behalf of all of the staff of St. Mary’s and St. Gertrude’s I wish you and your families a Blessed Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
With Love in Christ,
Father Jim Cunningham
718-327-1133
FRJIMSTMARY@aol.com
"Ave Maris Stella"
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The Principal’s Report
Dear Friends,
Another calendar year comes to an end but the school year is in full swing! Things are very busy right now. We
are looking forward to holiday celebrations as well as state assessment tests. In April, our school will be visited by a
team from the Middle States Association for our re-accreditation. The staff must do a complete self-study prior to the
team’s visit. It’s a tremendous amount of work but it is very affirming to hear a group of “outsiders” commend us for our
efforts. I know the process will go smoothly and the team will find everything in order but there is still a great deal of
tension while we are getting ready for this.
We have been very fortunate this year to be part of several scholarship programs. These programs are based
on financial need. One program is through the Diocese of Brooklyn’s Futures in Education office. The second program is
called the Bishop’s Scholarship Fund. This is funded by private donations as well as diocesan contributions. Through these
two programs, approximately 50 families in our school receive some financial aid. No family receives a full scholarship
but, depending on need, can receive any amount from $500 to $3000. There are also several students who receive
direct assistance from alumni and other friends of our school. We are always looking for additional funds to help the
students who are in the school already as well as being able to attract new students who, without financial assistance,
would not be able to attend our school.
The school building is approaching its 100th birthday. How many students have passed through these doors?
How many teachers have prepared students for their futures? How many wonderful memories? I am sure there are
thousands upon thousands! The phrase “if these walls could talk” certainly applies to our school building. I am proud to
be a part of the long wonderful history of St. Mary’s School.
Thank you for staying connected to us. I can honestly say that the St. Mary Star of the Sea Alumni are the BEST!
Best wishes for a healthy, happy New Year. Keep us in your prayers.
Sincerely,
Angela Brucia
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Big Raffle 2007
On a beautiful, late summer Sunday afternoon, September 9, 2007, the SMSOS Alumni Association held its 2nd annual
“Big Raffle” drawing at Sun & Surf Beach Club in Atlantic Beach.
Although we were in competition this year with a wide
array of exciting 150th anniversary events, including the huge
gala dinner dance, ticket sales were strong. The turnout for the
drawing was as good or better than last year, as we filled the
lounge and patio of the club to capacity (please see photos in the
centerfold).
The raffle was very exciting, as all the tickets were pulled
from the drum, with $ 4,500 in preliminary cash prizes awarded
as scheduled. All tickets were then returned to the drum, and the
winning grand prize ticket for $ 10,000 was drawn. Much to the
delight of all, our grand prize winners were present at the drawing!
Please see the back page of this issue for a preliminary
financial report, and please join us next summer, as we launch our
3rd Annual “Big Raffle!” Thanks to all our Committee members
(see photo to the right) who worked so hard to make this event
such a great success!
jgb, Class of ‘69
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The Committee: jgb, Lillian, Marilyn, Judy, Mary Ellen,
Julia, Bobby and Suzanne
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Our Readers’ Corner
Dear Lillian Higgins,
What a nice surprise to receive the Saint Mary Star of the Sea Alumni Newsletter, in which you spotlighted my late husband, William B. Hartigan [Editor’s Note:
Spring 2007].
He would have been proud and honored. He often spoke of Saint Mary Star
of the Sea School. In fact we have his graduation picture.

“WE WERE
DELIGHTED TO
RECEIVE THE
ALUMNI
NEWSLETTER. IT
BROUGHT BACK
MANY PRECIOUS
MEMORIES.”

It was thoughtful of you to track me down through St.
John the Evangelist Church. I forwarded the extra copies to my
three children and Bill’s sisters: Bill who lives in Dedham, MA,
and is a cinematographer like his Dad; Dianne who is an 8th
grade teacher at Burnt Hills Middle school and lives in Schenectady; Lauren a 2nd grade teacher who lives in Blue Ridge, GA;
Virginia Hartigan Griesan who lives in Albany, NY (a retired
nurse); Patricia Hartigan Collins who is in an assisted living facility in Scarborough, ME (a retired school teacher).
As for myself, I’m 81 and retired from Schenectady
County Community College. We were delighted to receive the
Alumni Newsletter. It brought back many precious memories.
Thank you, Lillian, for all the kindness you bestowed
on our family. Please say an extra special “thank you” to Julia
Waldron for remembering Bill. We so appreciate it.
Most Sincerely,

Eleanor J. Hartigan

IN MEMORIAM
In the brief time that has passed
since our last newsletter was
published, we have suffered the
painful loss of the following alumni
and faculty:

Mary Di Palma
Class of ‘30

Ellen McDonnell Fromherz
Class of ‘46

Theodore Keanna
Class of ‘41
“TO CATCH THE READER'S ATTENTION,
PLACE AN INTERESTING SENTENCE OR

Thomas Mansfield

QUOTE FROM THE STORY HERE.”

Class of ‘48

Stephen "Chip" Matlock
Class of ‘60

Eleanor J. Hartigan
Hello Father Jim,
My name is Lou Gerrero, Class of ‘77. I am
the frontman, singer/guitarist for Cool Hand Lou &
The Downtown Daddy-O’s. The Daddy-O’s are a
New York based Blues Band that has been performing since 2001. We are a talented, exciting, honest,
and reliable group of musicians and we would like
to help those in need in the Rockaways.
The Downtown Daddy-O's are very excited
about the possibility of performing our crowdpleasing blues show at Church sponsored events. We
are currently booked at various clubs, bars and
venues in the Manhattan, Long Island and the TriState area. The band performs an average of 100
dates a year. We are also seeking to establish ties
with certain Nonprofit Organizations to assist them
with their efforts. You can have a great band
performing exciting and engaging Blues music if you
are ready.
For details, please visit our website at: www.coolhandlou.com. Thank you.

Johanna Murphy
Class of ‘53

Ann O'Hara
Class of ‘22

Thomas Leo Phelan
Class of ‘40

“May They Rest in Peace!
Amen.”
Please remember SMSOS when
planning your estate.

Sincerely,
Cool Hand Lou Gerrero, Class of ‘77
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St. Mary’s Alumni Action News
2007 Big Raffle Drawing

“THANK YOU FOR THE
$ 500 CHECK.
I NEVER EXPECTED TO
WIN! ENCLOSED
PLEASE FIND A
$ 100 CHECK
AS A CONTRIBUTION!
TO THE ALUMNI
COMMITTEE. I TRUST
IT WAS A SUCCESSFUL
FUND RAISING EVENT.”
BEN NAPOLITANO
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The Class of 1957

“WE PROUDLY SHINE
THE ALUMNI

Julie O'Connor, Joan McKelvey

SPOTLIGHT ON THE

Alumni Spotlight

CLASS OF 1957,
WHICH CELEBRATED
ITS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
REUNION
ON SATURDAY,
AUGUST 18, 2007,
AT ROCCO’S
RESTAURANT IN EAST
ROCKAWAY.
NICE WORK BOYS

Pete Meehan, Hugh O'Donnell, Joe Hannon, Pat Heslin,
Joe Clancy, Joe Aspera

AND GIRLS!”

Ronnie Shea, Linda Andracchi,
Suzanne Gruning

Lou Bianco & Tom O'Neil

Pat McGroary, Jack Pickle, &
Neil McGroary

You’re invited!
Please join us for the
Closing Mass of our 150th Anniversary Celebration!
Saturday, February 16, 2008 @ 6:30pm
The Most Reverend Octavio Cisneros,
Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn, will be the main celebrant.
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Joe Clancy & Pete Meehan

Have you ever wondered how rewarding (and fun!)
it must be to volunteer your time and talent to the
SMSOS Alumni Association?
Now’s the time to do something about it! Drop a
note to Fr. Jim to let him know you’re
interested…FRJIMSTMARY@aol.com
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Memory Lane

Dear Fr Jim,
In 1933, my father - John McGroary, R.I.P. - attended a retreat along with other men from St. Mary's, at
the Passionist Retreat House in Jamaica, Queens.
My Dad, pictured here in the 3rd row from the front, 5th from the right, lived in Bayswater, in a
(respectable!) rooming house, owned by his older brother, Neil. My Uncle Con lived there as well, and my Aunt
Susan was the housekeeper.
This retreat was four years before Dad married Mom - Annie Waters - also at St. Mary’s, on September
27, 1937.
My Dad, Mom and Dad’s siblings were devoted parishioners of St. Mary’s, and I thought this would be a
nice addition to the Archives.
Sincerely,
Mary Ellen McGroary
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2007 Big Raffle Financial Report
Income:
354 Tickets sold @ $100.00

$

35,400

50/50 at Cocktail Party

825

Miscellaneous Contributions

250
TOTAL

$

36,475

Expenses:
Prizes
Mailing:

During the preliminary prize round, each and every
Big Raffle ticket stub is drawn from the drum
and pinned to the big board...
The first ticket pulled wins a cash prize of $ 1,000 and
every 50th ticket pulled wins $ 500.
After all the tickets have been pulled, they ALL go back
into the drum and we pull our GRAND PRIZE winner!
Wow!

14,500.00
Stamps
Post Cards

205.82
0.00

Printing of Tickets

232.64

Sun and Surf Cocktail Party

775.00

Tips to Staff

340.00

Music (Tommy Mulvihill Band)

600.00

Miscellaneous

145.57
TOTAL

NET PROCEEDS

$16,799.03

$ 19,675.97

