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“Ave Maris Stella”

From the Rectory
Dear Friends of Saint Mary Star of the Sea,
It is with great joy that we present to you the latest edition of our Alumni Newsletter. We are so grateful for all of the
generous responses we have received from you after receiving each copy of the Newsletter. Please continue to send in your
thoughts, comments and most especially your pictures. We would love to show more photos from years passed. If you have
any pictures that you would like to share, and let us borrow and scan, please feel free to contact Joe Barden our managing editor
(jgb@nyct.net).
This year marks the final year of teaching for Mrs. Estella Velasquez. After 38 years of faithful and dedicated service
Mrs. Velasquez has decided to retire. Her dedication and service to Saint Mary Star of the Sea School is beyond compare. I know
that she has touched the lives of hundreds of students and parents with her warmth and generosity. Her class was always taught
about Christ first! She leaves a legacy here at St. Mary‟s that will never be forgotten. In our next issue we will have a special
tribute to Mrs. Velasquez. I invite all of her former students to send in their reflections on this wonderful and dedicated servant
of the Church. She will be greatly missed.
On the parish level we will also bid a fond farewell to Father Fulgencio Gutierrez, who has been the Parochial Vicar
here for the last five years. As a newly ordained priest, Father Fulgencio arrived to assist Father Ogle, and later myself, and to
serve the people of our parish. I can only tell you that I would have been lost without him these last three years. His love and
dedication to our parish and our children has been an enormous blessing. I invite all of our friends and alumni to join us for his
Farewell Celebration Mass on Saturday, June 18, 2005, at 6:30 P.M. After Mass the Pastoral Council has planned a special
“Hawaiian Luau” outside in the school parking lot. Please join us as we wish Father Fulgencio well on his new assignment.
With the consolidation of over 20 Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Brooklyn this year, one of the many complaints
heard was that people did not know it was coming. As I write to you in this issue I want to let you know that we need your help
to keep our school open. Many of you have expressed over the years your great love and affection for our parish school. Now
we turn to you and ask for your help. Can you help us keep St. Mary Star of the Sea School alive? Now is the time to make that
happen. So many of our alumni have come forward and offered to help sponsor a student. George Smith, our dear friend, has
been a “Shining Star” in this effort. We need more help and we need it soon. If you are willing to help please contact me at
(718) 327-1133 Ext. 22.
Let us all work together to continue the great tradition of Catholic Education we have at St. Mary Star of the Sea School.
With Love in Christ,
Father Jim Cunningham, Pastor

Ioannes Paulus PP. II
Karol Wojtyla
16.X.1978 - 2.IV.2005

“Santo Subito”
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Report to the Principal’s Office!

My Dear Friends,
It’s hard to believe that another school year is quickly coming to an end. The years seem to fly by so fast! I’m sure
you understand what I mean, when you stop and think how long it has been since you graduated from St. Mary’s. Where have
the years gone?? I tell the eighth grade students that, one day, they too will look back on their years in our school with the
same fondness as many of you. The history of St. Mary’s is long and beautiful. I only hope that we are able to continue this for
many years to come.
The past few months have been extremely upsetting for us, knowing that a number of schools in Brooklyn and Queens
were going to close. When we were assured that St. Mary’s was not one of the closing schools, I was relieved but very sad for
those schools that would not be staying open. We have met with the parents of our students and have explained to them that,
although our school will not be closing in June, we need to actively plan for the future. We will be working with them to develop new fundraising ideas.
The school, in its day-to-day life, is doing fine. The two programs we began this year, as a result of grants we received,
are doing very well. The “Reading First” program in Kindergarten through 3 rd grade is having great success. The technology
program is doing equally as well. Watching the students prepare “powerpoint presentations” is absolutely wonderful. Springtime brings many happily awaited events. Our second graders are preparing for their First Communion next month. The
eighth graders are anxiously waiting for the acceptance
letters from high schools. We already know that one student has
been accepted to Brooklyn Tech High School, another received a full scholarship to Archbishop Molloy High School, several
girls will be attending Stella Maris High School, and one boy will be going to Cathedral Prep. We are very proud of their accomplishments.
Catholic education is going through radical changes. I can only hope that the school you loved will be here for the
next generation of children. I would welcome any suggestions or ideas you may have that would help us insure that desire.
Thank you for your constant support. Please keep us in your prayers.
Angela Brucia, Principal

The Reader’s Forum
Fr. Jim,
I started first grade at St Mary's, and graduated from 8th in 1954. From this December's newsletter I see many familiar faces, some
younger than I and some older. Peter Barden is either the son or grandson of my 1B class teacher, "Miss Barden." It's hard to tell his age from
the picture, but I would assume it is my past teacher’s grandson.
Other familiar faces: Helen DePalma, Bob Murello (I believe he was in my older brother, Ken's class), Walter Wood (worked with my
father-in-law, Mal Bodenlos, somewhat a legend in Far Rockaway's PAL for over 30 years, delivering mail). I was in the same class as Fr. Jackie Waldron and was friends with Fr. Dan Murphy... I was also the church organist for about 15 years, and was responsible for teaching the congregation music for the" New Liturgy" in 1960.
I am still in touch with many people in Far Rockaway. Mary Mooney, now deceased, was one of my favorite people. My wife and I
both have sand in our shoes that never will leave. St Mary's is our roots. My wife Marilee sang most of the funerals and I played the Sunday
10:30 and 12:00 Masses. I worked in Manhattan and was therefore unable to play the funerals during the week. Our weekly choir rehearsals,
directed by Ben Haas, consisted of one hour of singing and 2 hours of socializing in the then called "China Rose Room." We had many ,many
parties with great times and many laughs. I could go on and on but you would be snoring shortly.
While reading the newsletter I noticed in the "From the Website" column, a note from Julie and Buddy Casimano. I was best friends
with Julie's sister Kathy for 15 years as well as the entire O'Connor family. We had many fun times at the Silver Point beach club. Julie stated
that she would love to hear from anyone who remembered her family. However there was no email address. Can you furnish that for me?
You can check me out with Helen De Palma ,an old friend.
I was looking at your picture and it brought back the faces of many of the past pastors. At that time they all looked so old. Are you
really that young or have I gotten that old??!!.
Keep up the good work and hope to hear from you.
Sincerely
Brian Dwyer, Class of ‘54
Msgr. McKenna with
Catherine Barden, June 1997. She passed
away the following November.
Msgr. McKenna died in May of 2002.
Pictured in our last issue, among others,
was Catherine‟s son, Peter,
Class of „71.

Please share your thoughts and
comments with us, and we’ll publish you
in the next edition!

FRJIMSTMARY@aol.com
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SAVE OUR SCHOOL!!!
The 2004 - 2005 school year has been a difficult one for Catholic schools throughout the country. There have been
reports of many school closings in places such as Chicago and St. Louis. The Rockville Centre Diocese has announced several
school closings on Long Island. But nowhere is the crisis greater than in the Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens. There will be
22 school closings in June. The decision was made that these schools could no longer operate due to a serious decline in
enrollment and a tremendous rise in costs.
Although, thankfully, St. Mary Star of the Sea School is not one of the 22 schools slated to close this year, it is not in
good financial condition. If the Bishop decided to close 40 schools, instead of 22, we most likely would have been among those
schools closed! The enrollment is presently 250 students. Last year, the enrollment was 283. We can not sustain a loss of
over 30 students per year. We are working hard to attract new students, especially those who are part of St. Mary’s Parish.
Regardless of the number of students in the school, operating costs remain the same. Salaries, utilities, insurance, etc. all must
be paid. This is a month-to-month struggle.
The St. Mary’s Alumni are a wonderful, and extremely rare, group. It is not often that you find people who are so
closely tied to their elementary school roots and who care so deeply for a school that was part of their early formation. Your
response to the newsletter is heartwarming. Your generosity is extraordinary.
Many of the 22 schools that are closing now are seeing parents, parishioners, and alumni asking “what can be done?”
Unfortunately, in most cases, it’s too late. We are trying to avoid that from happening here at St. Mary’s. We are trying to do
something before the crisis shuts the doors of St. Mary Star of the Sea School. The school desperately needs our help NOW.
We call on all those able to seriously consider providing tuition aid to the children of needy parishioners who would
send them to St. Mary's if their income was sufficient to do so. The Alumni Committee guarantees to establish a process with
the pastor and principal to insure that your charitable donations are used to benefit those truly needy and desirous of Catholic
education. Thank you.
SMSOS Alumni Association Committee

The Reader’s Forum, continued from Page 2
Hi Lillian,

Hey guys,

First, happy New Year! I took a break from the
computer for awhile, too many things to do and not enough
time. I had to e-mail you to tell you about the ST. MARY’S
ALUMNI newsletter.
I received it yesterday, and I have to tell you it sure
brought back memories seeing the pictures. What a great idea
having the pictures.
I went to school with Bob Murello’s brother, Eugene, as well
as Albert Brackley’s brother, Jerry. Joe Clancy’s sister, Mary,
tried to teach me to play piano - great teacher, poor student.
I finally got to see you looking good. Didn’t Catherine
Phelan have a sister named Mary? Do you know Jim Divine? He
became a priest and is friends with my brother.
Hope you have a happy healthy New Year and hope to hear
from you soon.
Rose Terino Hallenius, Class of ‘48

They say you can't go home again...well, maybe not, but at least
we can share our memories......JOIN THE NEW ALUMNI SITE!

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stmarysosalumni
Bob Schrieber has done a lot of work to bring us together in
this online forum....and it’s a lot of fun, so sign on...we would love to hear
from you all!
Peggy Mecca (Meere)
Hello to all my grown up first graders:
I taught at St. Mary's from 1979-1980, before
I got married and moved to Washington State. I have
wonderful memories of the school and all of my
students. I wish you well and may God bless all of you.
Mrs. Hodson

Hi,

Hello all,

I graduated in 1957 from St. Mary’s.
I lived right next to the school. Lucky me. I
moved to Florida 3 and a half years ago.
I have an old class picture from the
fall of 1952. I still go back to Far Rockaway at
least three times a year. We had a great class
and good teachers. Please write, I would love
to here from my old classmates. I also have
pictures when the church had the fire.

I made my First Holy
Communion and Confirmation
here at St Mary's in the early
60's. It brings a tear to my eye
to look back. I remember the
fire. My family was well connected to this wonderful church.
God bless you and
keep you well.

Barbara Craft, Class of ’57

Walter E. Schoenmann

Hello to all St. Mary Alumni:
It was the best. I graduated in 1964. Mark
Russell and I still hang together.
We ran into Bobby Mulchay in Valley Stream.
We are going to hook up with him, Anthony McKeen
and a few others in the near future.
If you would like to be involved please e-mail
me.
Peace to all,
Alfredo Dupree (neck52@aol)
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Alumni Spotlight
George Smith, Class of „39
It’s encouraging and gratifying to know that there are many St. Mary’s Alumni who may
have moved away from Far Rockaway years ago, but in their hearts St. Mary Star of the Sea will
live forever.
Some are even trying to make it possible for new generations to receive the same
excellent catholic education, in an atmosphere that provides a safe and nurturing environment
which allows each student to achieve his or her academic, spiritual, and social potential.
The first person that comes to mind when considering these special angels has to be
George Smith. George has been a great help to some of the more needy children of St. Mary’s,
and we are so grateful to recognize him as one of our outstanding alumni!
George is a proud 1939 graduate of St. Mary Star of the Sea. He grew up on Bayport Place. After moving into their
new residence, George’s mother took him to St. Mary’s to register, but as he says, “There was no room at the inn at that
time.” George attended P.S. 39 for six months until he was able to register at St. Mary’s.
He remembers his first teacher, Mrs. Jones. We all know that Mrs. Jones was very memorable indeed. After second
grade, the boys moved on to the brothers. He remembers Bros. Kevin and Dennis, and, of course, the principal Brother
Leopold.
St. Mary’s is where George met lifetime friends, especially one Bob Grimaldi. They were like most boys at the time, in
and out of mischief. Some of you may have even heard of the great snake release at the Woolworth Five & Ten Cents Store. I
wouldn’t say that George was directly involved in the caper, but , then again, I wouldn’t say he wasn’t.
After elementary school, George attended La Salle Military Academy. After high school, he attended and received his
degree from Rensselear Polytechnic Institute (RPI) in Troy, New York.
One day, as George was coming home on the LIRR, he gave his seat to an old chum from his St. Mary’s days. Thus
began the courtship of George and Claire Chapin and the rest, as they say, is
history. George said that he and his pals were separated by many things, World
IN MEMORIAM
War II not being the least of them, but somehow they always came together again.
In the brief time that has passed since
You never knew who would show up at Roche‟s Beach.
our last newsletter was published, we
When George remembers St. Mary’s, he remembers the excellent
have suffered the painful loss of the
education, the value of respect, and, most of all, those wonderful and incomparafollowing alumni:
ble friends of childhood. That is why he has been, and continues to be, a great
support to the children of St. Mary Star of
Thomas Carrano, Class of „54
the Sea.

MESSAGE FROM GEORGE
This is a message to all of my fellow
alumni. Think back.

Remember the school...
Remember the times….
Remember the friends...
In memory and gratitude for
all of the above, please try to make a
donation to help give today’s students
a chance to have their school, their
times, and their friends of a lifetime.

George Smith

Matthew Hayes, Class of „47
Maryellen McGrane Barry,
Class of „46
Martin Eugene Murello,
Class of „48
Please remember all our deceased
Alumni in your prayers.

“May They Rest in Peace!
Amen.”
Please remember SMSOS when
planning your estate.
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The Student Council ran a very successful fundraiser!
For a donation of $ 1.00 students were allowed to come to school in pajamas.
So, on one cold, nasty winter day, the students came to school in robes,
pajamas and slippers. Some even brought pillows and teddy bears!!!

Third Grade Boys: (left to right) Emmanuel Atta, Harley
Ovin, Sergio Galdamez, Malcolm Phillips
and Matthew Heitman

Above - Kindergarten Girls: (left to right) Diana Galdamez, Faith
Bryant, Savannah Hicks, Sydney Hamilton, Bryanna Smith
and Kiara Elliot

November, 1948
Back Row: Michael Nammack, George Clancy,
Frank Maloney, Paul Wolftite
Front Row: Janet Andracchi, Dorothy Healy, Pat Monahan,
Rose D’Amato
Middle Row: Geraldine Forte

Dear Alumni Association:
I look forward to receiving my alumni newsletter. It
brings back so many good memories of my 8 years at St.
Mary’s school. I came across this picture and thought you
might print it in the newsletter.
God bless you in 2005.
Sincerely,
Geraldine Forte Otto, Class of ‘49

EASTER Sunday Sunrise Mass on the Beach

The older Phelan kids...circa 1929
(left - right): James (“Jimmy”), Class of ‘35
Patrick (“Corky”), Class of ‘37
Thomas (“Tommy”), Class of ‘40
Catherine (“Sis”), Class of ‘34
William (“Bill”), Class of ‘33

Please share your old photos
with our readers!
Either drop them off at the Rectory, and we will scan
& return, or email digital
photo files to: jgb@nyct.net
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St. Mary Star of the Sea
Alumni Association

Attention:
SMSOS Graduates of the Classes of 1954, ‘55, ‘56 and ‘57
IT‟S NOT TOO LATE!!!
We’re happy to report that it is not too late to reserve your place at what is
shaping up to be one grand fiesta!
Many out-of-state alumni have already made their reservations to attend.
So, put aside Saturday evening, October 15, 2005, and come get together
with old (or should I say “former”) classmates, to celebrate
“the way we were!”
The dinner party will be held in the Rockville Centre or Long Beach area, depending on
the number of responses we receive.
Approximate cost will be $ 75.00 per person.
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Street Address: __________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ______________
Please Return to:

Suzanne E. Mills
90 Rider Avenue
Malverne, NY 11565

St. Mary’s Alumni Action News
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St. Mary's Alumni
Association

Attention Class of ’54,’55 &’56

Golden Year Reunion

Have you ever said this to yourself: “Everyone likes to talk about class reunions, but nobody
ever seems to do anything about it!” Well, the time for talk is over...we have a few energetic Alumni
working hard to make a reunion possible. They need your support!

When? Saturday, October 15th, 2005
Where? Beautiful venue in nearby Oceanside or Long Beach, L.I.
Please mark this date on your calendars. Many have already been in touch and expressed interest, but have not yet reserved a ticket. Please
check out page 6 inside this edition of the SMSOS Action News, and use the tear-off form to reserve your tickets.
We have received reservations from classmates living throughout the U.S. Alumni will be traveling in for this event
from as far away as PA, GA, MO, OR, CA, and, of course, FL, just to mention a few locations.
Here is your chance to meet and catch up with the special friends of your childhood. An opportunity and occasion like this doesn’t come
around often. Make sure you’re there. Celebrating times like these is as good as it gets.

Don‟t miss your chance to be a part of the fun!
For more info, please contact: Mary Ellen McGroary (Mcgroarye051@aol.com)
Suzanne Zatto Mills (ZanneMcZ@aol.com), or Patricia Clancy Gilligan (PatriciaRTKT@aol.com)
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