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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends of St. Mary Star of the Sea School,
As many of you already know, the parishes of St.
Mary Star of the Sea and St. Gertrude have been officially
merged into one parish. In September of this year that
merger will go into effect and the new name of our parish will
be “St. Mary Star of the Sea and St. Gertrude.” It has been a
great blessing for me over the last year to work with the
deacon, staff and parishioners of St. Gertrude. Our merger
will allow our new parish to be responsible for meeting the
spiritual needs of all of the Catholics of Far Rockaway. You
and your families are always invited to join us on Sundays for
Mass at St. Mary‟s and St. Gertrude‟s
This coming year will mark the 100th Anniversary of
St. Mary Star of the Sea School. For 100 years children have
been able to come to our school and receive a quality
Catholic education. The members of the Alumni Committee
will be working with the parish staff to plan some special
events to celebrate this milestone. In order for these
celebrations to be successful we need your ideas, enthusiasm
and support. Please email me if you would like to get
involved in some of our upcoming anniversary events.
As we move forward we continue to face great
challenges with enrollment and tuition collection. Each year,
at the end of the school year, we worry about meeting our
financial obligations to the faculty and other companies with
which we do business. Many of our families struggle to make
ends meet. We are blessed that many of our students receive
scholarships in one way or another. Unfortunately they are
not enough. I worry about the future of our school because of
these financial difficulties. Today I ask for your help. We
want to continue the quality Catholic education that has taken
place here in Far Rockaway for so long. In order for that to
continue we rely on the generous support and advice of our
alumni. Please consider becoming actively involved in our
alumni association so as to help St. Mary‟s School. Now is the
time that we need your help and support the most!
I am happy to inform all of you that Msgr. Sean
Ogle has finished his term as Vicar of Queens North and has
been appointed by Bishop DiMarzio to be the new pastor of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Long Island City. We wish
Msgr. Ogle the best of luck in his new assignment. I am also
happy to inform you that Father James Meszaros will be
retiring this year as the Pastor of St. Stanislaus Parish in
Ozone Park. We also wish Father Meszaros all the best.

3rd Annual

St. Mary Star of the Sea School
Alumni Association

Big Raffle Ticket
Grand Prize of $ 10,000 !!!
Total Prize Money = $ 15,000
Drawing: Sunday, September 7, 2008
Sun „n Surf Beach Club
Atlantic Beach, LI
Lounge & Patio Area, 3:30 - 6:30 PM
Only 450 Tickets will be Sold - Donation $ 100
Each Ticket Admits TWO to the Drawing
Contact the Rectory for more Information:
718-327-1133

The Working Committee of the St. Mary Star of
the Sea School Alumni Association is both pleased and
excited to announce the return of our very popular, and
anxiously awaited, Big Raffle Ticket.
Restricted to a discrete run of 450 tickets, the
SMSOS Big Raffle Ticket represents the very best in
charitable giving...the ticket holder receives the joy and
satisfaction of the tax deductible contribution, AND the
chance to walk away with some serious cash. Wow...how
sweet is that?
Tickets go on sale the last weekend in May, and
will be available through Labor Day - or until they are
sold out. The DRAWING will be held on the Sunday after
Labor Day, September 7, 2008, at beautiful Sun „n Surf
Beach Club in Atlantic Beach. Long Island. You need NOT
be present to win.
Don‟t delay - if you snooze you lose! Please see
the insert in this issue of our newsletter for your Big Raffle
Ticket order form. If you need more tickets, just call the
Rectory at 718-327-1133.
Good Luck!

(Continued on the bottom of page 3)
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St. Mary’s Alumni Action News
The Principal’s Report
Dear Friends,
This school year has been quite busy for us. Our school was scheduled for re-accreditation by the Middle States
Association. All the Catholic schools in Brooklyn and Queens are accredited. This is a lengthy process. We are asked to
examine every aspect of the school. The building, the students, the academic program, and the finances are some of the
areas that are studied. The faculty spent most of the year preparing a self-study document. At the end of April, a team
of four people came and spent four days with us. They looked at all the areas that were contained in the self-study.
They interviewed teachers, parents, and students. We had a lovely reception for them when they arrived. Joe Barden,
Suzanne Mills, Lillian Higgins, and Geri Brown came and represented our great Alumni. The team was especially
impressed by the active interest of our Alumni. The team visit went very well and we are now awaiting official reaccreditation notice from Middle States. Thanks to the financial support of the Alumni Association, we were able to provide the four team members with lovely accommodations at a nearby motel.
Looking ahead to the 2008-2009 school year, we are anticipating big things! Do you realize that our school
building will reach a milestone this year? The school building will be 100 years old!! We must celebrate! The faculty is
already thinking of various celebrations. A birthday party is definitely being considered. We will certainly keep the
Alumni informed about our plans. There are very few schools that have 100 years of history. It‟s truly amazing. We can
only hope and pray that this wonderful tradition can continue for many years to come. We worry that, with the increase
in oil prices and higher food prices, parents will not be able to afford the tuition. We can have a wonderful, accredited
school but, unless we have students, we can not survive. Unfortunately, survival relies on financial stability. Please keep
our school in your thoughts and prayers.
Have a wonderful summer. Take time to relax and enjoy your friends and family. Thank you for your continued
support. As I always say, you are the greatest Alumni!!
Fondly,
Angela Brucia
May 2008

Msgr. Ogle Begins New Assignment
Wonderful News! Former pastor of St. Mary‟s, and current Episcopal Vicar
of Queens North, Msgr. Sean G. Ogle, has been appointed by Bishop DiMarzio as
Pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish in Astoria. Msgr. Ogle assumes his new
responsibilities on June 30th and we join his family and friends in wishing him
Godspeed in his new assignment.
Many of you know Fr. Ogle as the founder of the Alumni Association, the
organizer of the fabulous 1996 reunion at St. Mary‟s, and the director of the effort
to document the archives of the parish. He is a man and priest of many talents,
countless interests (including local history and the written word), and boundless energy. He has left a lasting legacy to our cherished St. Mary‟s and counts the seven
years spent with us as among the happiest of his priesthood.
Come visit frequently, Msgr. – you are welcome “home” anytime!
Mary Ellen McGroary (‟55) and Suzanne Zatto Mills („55)

Msgr. Sean G. Ogle
Spring 2008

At their 50th reunion celebration last summer, the Class of ‟57 ran
A 50/50 raffle, which was won by alum Mary McShane Basile.
A $270 donation was given to Ms. Angela Brucia for the school.
Thanks to all who participated.
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Our Readers’ Corner
Dear Fr. Jim,
My name is Dennis Cowan. I taught grades 7 and 8 at St Mary's in the mid
70's. Lately, many of my former students have been contacting me and told me to look
at your website. Please feel free to include my name on any mailings. I would be most
happy to hear from more of my old students.
I am currently a professor at Adelphi University and a school administrator in
the Elmont School District. My wife, Anne, and I were married at St Mary's in 1979.
Hope to hear from you soon.
Sincerely,
Dennis L. Cowan

YOU TO
KNOW HOW
MUCH

In the brief time that has passed
since our last newsletter was
published, we have suffered the
painful loss of the following alumni
and faculty:

Helen Cardea Atkin

“JUST
WANTED

IN MEMORIAM

Dear Joe,
Just wanted you to know how much I enjoyed being on
the alumni committee and will miss St. Mary's.
Elaine and I have moved to Henderson, NV (outside of
Las Vegas). I'm passing on my new address in case anyone
ever gets out this way, as I would love to hear from them.

Class of ‘40

Janet Whelan Colby
Class of ‘43
“TO CATCH THE READER'S ATTENTION,

I ENJOYED

2150 Oliver Springs St.
Henderson, NV 89052
Cell: 516-859-7275.

BEING ON
THE ALUMNI
COMMITTEE....”

Please give my best to everyone and please stay in
touch.

James J. Higgins

PLACE AN INTERESTING SENTENCE OR
QUOTE FROM THE STORY HERE.”

Class of ‘39

Margaret Capone Lisa

Best regards,
Bob Murello, Class of '50
Editor‟s Note: The Alumni Association would like to express its sincerest thanks to Bob
Murello for his years of selfless service to the advancement of our mission. He served
faithfully on the Working Committee since its inception in 1995.

Save the Date !!!
Mass for Our Deceased Alumni
Saturday, November 22, 2008

Class of ‘72

Norma Murray Murphy
Class of ‘57

John Schiavone
Class of ‘64

Sarah Strinning Traver
Class of ‘44

12:10 PM
St. Mary Star of the Sea Church
Coffee & Cake will be served in the rectory
immediately following Mass. Join us!
(continued from front page)

“May They Rest in Peace!
Amen.”
Please remember SMSOS when

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Big Raffle drawing in
September! May Mary our mother, The Star of the Sea, and St. Gertrude
always lead us to Christ the Lord.
Father Jim Cunningham
FRJIMSTMARY@aol.com

planning your estate.
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Alumni Spotlight

Suzanne needs no introduction to many who receive St. Mary‟s Alumni Action
News. She is a long-time and tireless volunteer on many fronts, including as an
active member of the Alumni Committee and a ticket seller for the big raffle.
Her quiet contributions, well behind the scenes, are numerous - as a food
basket donor for many families at Thanksgiving, as well as adopting a needy family
at Christmas. This past year, a family of five whose children attend the school
benefited from her anonymous generosity, with a truckload – literally! – of clothes,
electronics and toys under their tree. And, following a tradition started by her mom,
Catherine McCarthy Zatto, Class of „22, Suzanne annually outfits a little girl from
head to toe for her First Holy Communion.
Suzanne is also a valued member of the Diocese‟s Queens South 3 Advisory
Board for the Rockaways, covering parishes from Broad Channel to St. Mary‟s, to
which she was appointed by Fr. Cunningham at the board‟s inception. And this year,
she has been invited to be the featured speaker at St. Mary‟s graduation.
Bravo, Suzanne!
Memories, Experiences, Observations of St. Mary‟s
Suzanne Zatto Mills „55 (excerpted from the
Golden Oldies Reunion Memory Book, October 2005)

When I sit down to think about my days at St. Mary‟s, so many visions crowd
my mind. Some are so vivid – the colors, the sounds, the smells are all intact and
retrievable to the smallest detail. Others have the vague gossamer quality of wispy
ghosts playing tag in the corners of my mind. Most are light and airy, but as with
any haunting, a few are darker and of a less welcoming nature. And so I will choose
to share some moments, experiences, and observations that have traveled the last
Suzanne Zatto Mills
half-century with me, and have delighted me in their mere recollection. But first I
Class of ‘55
would like to say that I do not understand, nor can I begin to fathom, how 50 years
have come and gone. Where? When? I‟m closer to my grandmother‟s age now
than I am to my memories of my mother. Where was I when all this was happening?
I remember getting into trouble in the 1st grade – for an assortment of things actually. For one, I wrote with my
left hand. One smack of the ruler and I put that pencil in the other paw straight away. I haven‟t taken it out again since.
Well, OK – when my right hand is tired I sometimes switch over. I hope Sister isn‟t watching.
I remember that Mrs. Stippell used to raffle things off. I was excited to win a miniature clothesline for doll‟s
clothes. The washtub that went with it was candy apple red. In 3rd grade, you could buy snacks from Sr. Benigna. I
remember the Oreo cookies and orange banana marshmallow candy. Can you remember Mrs. Jones doing the jig in
front of the classroom? Or, how about those endless multiplication wheels? Remember Miss Roche? I was so afraid to go
into her 5th grade class, and she turned out to be one of my all-time favorites. Then there was Sr. Laurentia. She got us
ready for the Regents, and kept us reading from that special classroom library.
And, did you ever make the dreaded trip to the cloakroom? Some of us spent many an afternoon
reflecting there. Tell me, was it punishment or lovely escape? Patricia Clancy [„55] tells me of a time we were sent to the
cloakroom with peanut butter sandwiches. Not being particularly fond of the offending peanut butter, and in search of a
way to dispose of the sandwiches without actually involving the chewing or swallowing process, the nasty things became
airborne missiles, leaving via the open cloakroom window. I don‟t remember that one clearly, but Oh, how I wish I did!
Do you realize they‟re still calling it the cloakroom today? How many students do you think even know what a cloak is?
Ah, tradition!
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S T. M A RY ' S A L U M N I A S S O C I AT I O N
3rd Annual

St. Mary Star of the Sea School
Alumni Association

Big Raffle Ticket
Grand Prize of $ 10,000 !!!
Total Prize Money = $ 15,000
(Please See Reverse Side for Rules & Prize Schedule)

Drawing: Sunday, September 7, 2008
Sun „n Surf Beach Club, Atlantic Beach, LI
Lounge and Patio Area, 3:30 - 6:30 PM
Only 450 Tickets Will be Sold - Donation $ 100
Each Ticket Admits Two to the Drawing

.

Fill out form below, tear off, and return to rectory with your check for $ 100.00.
You will receive your ticket via US Postal service.
Mail to:

SMSOS Alumni Big Raffle
1920 New Haven Avenue
Far Rockaway, NY 11691

Or Request Via Email: jgb@nyct.net
Please make checks payable to: SMSOS Alumni Committee

Name

Street Address

City

Telephone

State

Email Address

Number of Tickets Requested:
Do you plan to attend the drawing? Yes

No

Zip

Please use reverse side for names, addresses
and phone numbers of additional ticket holders.
Will you bring a guest? Yes

No

St. Mary’s Alumni Action News
Big Raffle Rules
Awarding of Prize Money is conditional upon
adequate sales of tickets and the drawing may be cancelled and
donations refunded at sole discretion of seller.

WINNERS NEED NOT BE PRESENT
AT DRAWING TO WIN.

Preliminary Prize Schedule
1st Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
50th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
100th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
150th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
200th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
250th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
300th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
350th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
400th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
450th Ticket Drawn - Wins $ 500
Following the drawing of the last Ticket, ALL Tickets, including the
WINNERS, will be re-entered into the Grand Prize Drawing for
$ 10,000 !!!
Each Ticket Admits Two to the Drawing
.
Name, Address and Phone Number of additional ticket holder(s):
Ticket # 2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________
(name)

(address)

(phone)

Ticket # 3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________
(name)

(address)

(phone)

Ticket # 4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________
(name)

(address)

(phone)

Ticket # 5. ____________________________________________________________________________________________
(name)

(address)

How many additional ticket holders plan to attend the drawing? _____

(phone)
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Memory Lane

The way we were...an all too brief story in pictures of parish
life at St. Mary‟s.
Courtesy of The Jones

Family.
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1920 New Haven Avenue
Far Rockaway, NY 11691
School Phone: 718-327-2242
Rectory Phone: 718-327-1133
Fax: 718-327-3276
E-mail: FRJimStMary@aol.com
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Futures in Education
More than 15,000 children in our inner city and urban schools in Brooklyn and Queens are living at or below the
poverty level. The average annual household income for scholarship recipient families is $ 23,066. Yet, because of the
proven value of a Catholic school education, these families make enormous sacrifices to enroll and keep their children in
these schools. The Futures in Education Foundation, with your help, makes up the difference between the tuition charged
and what a family can pay.
Futures in Education's tuition assistance averages between $500 - $1400 per student. While it may not sound like
a lot, for many families who are struggling to pay an average of $3,100 in tuition, a scholarship from Futures spells the
difference in enabling them to keep their children in school. Providing these vital, partial scholarships to students is the
central focus of the Futures in Education Foundation.
Through the Be an Angel to a Student program, students from financially struggling families are matched with
generous individuals who contribute about half the tuition while parents remain responsible for the remainder. As an
Angel, you receive progress reports, cards and letters from the student(s) you support.
2,600 students in our inner city schools in Brooklyn and Queens are waiting for Angels. By becoming an Angel,
you can make a direct and lasting impact on the life of an at-risk youngster by helping to keep them enrolled at the
Catholic school where they are flourishing. Every dollar you contribute goes directly toward the cost of tuition for a less
advantaged student, opening up a world of hope and opportunity.
Angels contribute $1,400 per year to a student‟s tuition and usually make a multi-year commitment. You can
specify the school (e.g., SMSOS), neighborhood or student profile and gifts may be made in honor or memory of a
loved one.
Be an Angel to a Student…make a difference in the life of a child! Please visit our Diocesan website for more
information: http://www.futuresineducation.org or call the rectory (718-327-1133) or school (718-327-2242).

