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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Mary Star of the Sea School,
I am very happy to greet all of you as we begin a New Year and as we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of our
school building. Miss Brucia and the members of the faculty have been working hard in order to find ways to celebrate
this significant anniversary. Thanks to our alumni association we have been able to make significant improvements inside
and outside the school building. As you can imagine there is still so much more we need to do to keep the building in
great shape. If any of our alumni are involved in contracting or painting your skills could be of great assistance here at
your alma mater. Please let me know if you would like to help with our 100th Anniversary repairs.
As you read our newsletter you should also know that the Diocese of Brooklyn has once again recommended that
a number of schools in our diocese be closed or merged at the end of this academic year. At this point St. Mary Star of
the Sea School is not one of these schools. As a parish school we continue to face great challenges especially in terms of
tuition collection. This year we have almost 240 students registered in our school. Almost 40% of our students are not
Catholic, yet we have close to 350 students in our parish Religious Education Program. The reality that we face is that we
have plenty of Catholic children whose parents cannot afford Catholic school even with the generous scholarships offered
by Bishop DiMarzio and The Futures In Education Foundation.
Our children have been blessed by the support they have received from many of our alumni. We continue to
need your support! In these challenging financial times we must try and work together to make sure that the children of
Far Rockaway today have the same opportunities that our alumni have had. This can only happen with your support. If
you are willing to assist one of our families or you would like to sponsor a student who is currently attending public school
please let me know. Over the past year we have had a number of alumni who have joined together either as family or
friends to sponsor one child. It has made all the difference.
Thank you for all you have done in the past and all that we still hope to accomplish in providing a quality Catholic education for the children of Far Rockaway. May God continue to bless all of you and your families.
Sincerely in Christ,
Father Jim Cunningham, Pastor
St. Mary Star of the Sea & St. Gertrude
718-327-1133 Ext. 22

Catholic Schools: “Preserving the Vision”
We believe that the mission of Catholic education is to form our young people in the Catholic faith – intellectually,
socially and morally. Our Catholic elementary schools partner with parents, the primary educators of their children, to instill in
them the Catholic faith. We desire to make Catholic education accessible to all children whose parents wish them to attend.
Finally, the children who attend our schools and their parents should be led to become active worshipping members of their
parishes. Only in this way can the knowledge of the faith be transformed into a life of commitment to the Lord.
To ensure that the mission of our schools continues for generations to come, we must begin a series initiatives that seek
to strengthen the Catholic elementary schools throughout the Diocese of Brooklyn. These four initiatives are called “Preserving
the Vision”. Through them, we wish to plan for the long term vitality of our schools.
To fully understand these initiatives, we must remember that we wish to preserve the mission of Catholic education by
proactively realizing a new paradigm that emphasizes the creation of “multiple partnerships” that work together to strengthen
each catholic elementary school.
To read more about these important initiatives, please visit Catholic Schools: “Preserving the Vision” (www.csptv.org)
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The Principal’s Report
Dear Friends,
The past few months have been quite busy. Here are some highlights:
Last spring, our school was visited by a team of educators. After a comprehensive self-study process, this three
day visit was the final step in order to be re-accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. I am
pleased to tell you that we have received our Certificate of Accreditation. We are very proud of this accomplishment.
Our school building is celebrating its 100th birthday. In January, we are going to have a Birthday party for the
students. In February, the Birthday Party will be for the parents. In March, we will have a Birthday Show presented by
the students. Please join us for any of these celebrations. We would love to see you. Call us for all the details.
The Diocese of Brooklyn has begun an extensive process that will involve all the Catholic schools in Brooklyn and
Queens. As we are all aware, Catholic schools are undergoing tremendous challenges. Enrollment is down and costs are
up. The schools are no longer the ones we remember as children. The Diocese knows that, unless something is done,
Catholic schools will slowly disappear. This Diocesan process is called “Preserving the Vision”. At this point, every school
has submitted data concerning every aspect of the school. We have attended many meetings. All this information is being analyzed by groups of Diocesan representatives. During January and February, they will report back to us with their
proposals.
What does all this mean for St. Mary’s? We don’t really know. We know that our school is important to the
parish and the community. We know there are many Catholic children in the parish whose parents cannot afford to send
them to Catholic school. We know that there are no other Catholic schools nearby. However, we also know that our
revenue often does not cover our expenses. So, as you can imagine, we are all quite concerned about the future. We
pray and hope that we will be able to continue for many years. We ask your prayers, as well.
Thank you for your continued interest in your alma mater. Very few schools can brag about their alumni the way
we can. Best wishes for much happiness and good health in 2009.
Sincerely,
Angela Brucia, Principal
December 2008
On Sunday, September 7, 2008, the SMSOS Alumni Committee held its 3rd annual Big
Raffle drawing at Sun n’ Surf Beach Club in beautiful Atlantic Beach, Long Island.
The 2008 drawing was another HUGE success, with cold cocktails, delicious hors d'oeuvres,
music, dancing and intelligent
conversation (see photos, pages 6 &
7).
Please check out our financial
report on page 8, and make plans to
join us next summer for our 4th
annual Big Raffle!
Tickets for next year’s drawing
should be available some time around Memorial Day
Weekend...don’t get left out on all the fun and excitement!
The Big Raffle Committee: (l-r) Mary Ellen, Angela,
Suzanne, Joe, Bobby, Lillian, Marilyn and Judy.
Pictured above, right: Julia.
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IN MEMORIAM

Our Readers’ Corner

In the brief time that has passed
Dear Friends:
since our last newsletter was
Thank you so much for taking the time and trouble to carry out the 'Big
published, we have suffered the
Raffle.' As you know, I was one of the lucky winners of $500. I can hardly
painful
loss of the following alumni
believe it.
In any case, I'm delighted to enclose a check for $100 in appreciation
and faculty:
of your efforts.
Sr. Mary Blanche, C.S.J.
Sincerely,
1949-51
Angela M. Rivara, Class of '38
Sr. Rose Curran, C.S.J.
1965-69
Mary Dmytriw
Join Fr. Jim on his
Class of '41
2009 US National Parks Tour!
Edward Ficke
Class of ‘50
St. Mary Star of the Sea and St. Gertrude
James Gillis
Church is sponsoring a summer of 2009
Class of '42
12-day trip, in July, to visit some of our
Nancy Holden Grives
greatest national treasures...our parks
THE READER'S ATTENTION,
Class “TO
ofCATCH
‘57
PLACE AN INTERESTING SENTENCE OR
QUOTE FROM THE STORY HERE.”
Carmela Campanella
Mayors
Among the parks they will visit are:
Class of ‘48
 Grand Canyon
John "Kilroy" Meehan
 Yellowstone National Park
Class of ‘53
William Moore
 Custer State Park
Class of ‘56
 Mount Rushmore
Mary Murello
Of course, there are a limited number of
Class of ‘25
spaces available...first come, first served. For
Rodger O'Gara
more information, please call the rectory at
Class of ‘52
718-327-1133.
Patricia Berkoff Sisson
Class of '55
Sr. Mary Rose Vincent
1954 - 56
Dear Alumni:
We were fortunate to receive the graduation picture of the class of
Michael Walsh
1940 from Frank Whelan, and if anyone is interested in receiving a copy of
Class of ‘44
this photo, just drop a note to Lillian Matlock Higgins at 212 Woods Avenue,
Frank
C. Webster
Malverne, NY 11565, and she will let you know how to obtain a copy. (Please
Class of ‘41
include your E-mail address)
We are very interested in receiving any old pictures you might have
and are willing to send to us. We would make copies and allow the Alumni to
“May They Rest in Peace!
purchase them at cost and return them to you. Just send them off to Lillian.
It really gives all of us so much pleasure to see ourselves in the “good
Amen.”
old days” and sharing them makes it more enjoyable. We would print them in
the newsletter (just fill in the date and the names of the people in the picture).
Please remember SMSOS when
Looking forward to receiving your memories.
planning your estate.

Lillian Matlock Higgins, Class of „50
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Memory Lane

The graduating class of 1940, submitted by Frank Whelan
Would you like a digital copy of this great photo? All you need is an email address.
Send us a note, at jgb@nyct.net, and we’ll drop a copy in your inbox.

2009 Dinner Dance
Knights of Columbus Hall
Don’t Miss Out...

333 Beach 90th Street
Rockaway Beach, NY 11693

Buy your tickets now !!

Saturday, June 20, 2009

Raffles are
available for
sale…

Dinner and Dancing 8:00 PM to 12 Midnight

Door Prizes !!

Honoring Joseph G. Barden, Class of ‘69, as ‘Man of the Year’
For tickets and information contact Silvia Jeanton: 718 581-6844, or the rectory: 718 327-1133, ext. 10
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“Ave Maris Stella”

Your Big Raffle Dollars at Work !
Do you remember what the classroom doors looked like
before we began our Big Raffle? [hint: see photo below] Check
out the two photos to the right to see what the doors look like
after…
So far, we have replaced all the primary classroom
doors on both the first and second floors, at a total cost of
$ 19, 589.00 !!!
These much needed improvements are only possible with
the active participation of our alumni. For those of you who
have supported the Big raffle in the past….THANK YOU!
For those who haven’t….what are you waiting for?!
We need your help...

Page 5

St. Mary’s Alumni Action News
The 2008 Big Raffle in pictures...

Who are these
people and why
are they having so
much fun?
Join us next
September and
find out for
yourself!
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2008 Big Raffle Financial Report
Income

Expenses

320 Tickets @ $ 100

32,000

Prizes

13,500

50/50 @ Drawing

950

Mailing

335

Misc. Contributions

1,175

Cocktail Party

1,870

Printing

246

Total

15,951

Total

Net

34,125

18,174

